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A 

bill 

[AS AMENDED ON EE-COMMITMENT] 

For the Relief of Tenants of small Parcels of 
Land, in lieland, in certain cases. 



»®«E)Il(Saa the Peasantry in Irelaiid are in the constant 
I practice of renting small parcels of Land for the crop of 
the year only and contract to pay very high Rents for the same- 
And whereas from the uncertainty of the Climate, and other unavoid- 
5 able causes, it frequently happens that the Crop produced upon 
such Land is not worth the Rent so contracted to be paid, toaether 
with the value of the seed and labour bestowed on its cultivation ■ and 
It IS expedient in such cases, that the Tenant should be relieved against 
the payment of such Rent ; ” 

in B® it tfimfort CSttams by The KING’S most Excellent Ma jests- 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal ’ 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, THAT from and after the passing of this Act 
whenever and so often as any person in Ireland who shall take and 
15 contract to rent any parcel of land, not exceeding One plantation Acre 
for the crop or for any term not exceeding One year, commencing on 
the First of Janua^and ending on the Thirty-first of December in any 
year, shall be willing to relinquish such land, together with the whole 
of the crop which shall have grown thereon, to the landlord or other 
20 person from whom he shall have taken such land, or to whom he shall 
have contracted to pay the rent as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful 
for such Tenant, on or before the Tenth of September in any such year 
to give a notice in writing, in the Form hereinafter set forth, to such 
landlord or other person, (such notice having been previously counter- 
5 signed by a neighbouring magistrate) by causing such notice to be 

served 



Preamble : 
Peasantry in 
Ireland con- 
tract to pay 
high rents for 
small parcels 
of land, for 
the crop of 
the year. 

The crop 
often not 
worth the 
Rent con- 
tracted to be 
paid. 



Tenants of 
Land not ex- 
ceeding one 
acre, for the 
crop of the 
year only, may 
give up Land 
and Crop on 
serving a No- 
tice before 
10th of Sep. 
tember, and 
shall be freed 
from the Rent 
contracted for. 



Prinfed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



( 2 ) 

served upon him personallly, or by causing it to be served upon some 
one of his family, above the age of fourteen years, at his residence, or 
the usual place of abode of such landlord or other person, setting forth 
that such Tenant is willing to relintiuish the crop and his contract 
altogether ; and in such case it shall and may be lawful for such Tenant to j 
relinquish and quit and give up the possession of such crop and such land 
accordindy, and he shall be freed and exonerated from the payment of all 
and every part of the rent contracted or agreed to be paid for such land 
or crop, and from any promissory note, or agreement or covenant for 
the payment of such rent, any such note, covenant or agreement to the l o 
contrary in anywise notwithstanding. 

And be it further Enacted, That the form of Notice to be served on 
the landlord, or other person as aforesaid, by such Tenant as aforesaid, 
pursuant to this Act, shall be in the form following (that is to say); 

“ I, A. B. of ™ fte barony 15 

« of in the county of 

“ do hereby give you C. Z). notice, That I do by this Noticcj 
“ give up, and quit possession, to you of the parcel of land, 

«♦ containing or thereabouts, together with 

“ the crop thereof growing or being thereon, in lieu and for 20 
“ payment of the rent of which I con- 

tracted or agreed to pay you for the same. Dated this 
« of 

» Witness, signed, or,\ ^ 

“ E.F. Magistrate. marked, J ' ' ^5 

Nor w extern! Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing hereinbefore 
more Contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to any person taking 
than five and contracting to rent any small parcel of land as aforesaid, who shall 
otherwise rent or hold any greater quantity of land than Five plantation 
Acres. 

Landioni shall And be it further Enacted, That after the passing of this Act, no lessor or 
kiJd of* landloi-d, in Ireland, nor any person or persons on his her or their behalf, 
duct for ?tent, ghaU take or seize any sort of corn, grass, hops, roots, fruit, pulse, or 

whole Other product whatsoever, as a Distress for Rent, which shall be grow- 

reni be d«. oj. tenement demised by him, for the crop 35 

or for the one year as aforesaid ; any Act or Acts of Parliament to the 
contrary in anyw ise notwithstanding ; and that any lessor or landlord, or 
any person or persons on behalf of such lessor or landlord, who shall 
take or seize any such growing crop as aforesaid, contrary to the 
directions of this Act, shall be taken and be deemed to be guilty of 4» 
a trespass, and shall and may be proceeded against at law in like manner 
as for any other trespass. 
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